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SUMMONS TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE 

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Time/Date 6.30 pm on TUESDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2024 
 
Location Forest Room, Stenson House, London Road, Coalville, LE67 3FN 
 
Officer to contact Democratic Services (01530 454512) 
 

 
............................................. 
Chief Executive 

 
AGENDA 

 
Item  Pages 

   

 PRAYERS  

 
1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
 

2.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  
 

 

 Under the Code of Conduct members are reminded that in declaring interests 
you should make clear the nature of that interest and whether it is a disclosable 
pecuniary interest, registerable interest or other interest 
 

 

3.  CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

4.  LEADER'S AND PORTFOLIO HOLDERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 

 Members are reminded that under paragraph 11.1 of part 3 of the Constitution, 
questions can be asked of the Leader and Cabinet Members without notice 
about any matter contained in any address.  Questions shall be limited to five 
minutes in total for each announcement. 
 

 

5.  QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION  
 

 

 To receive questions from members of the public under procedure rule no.10.  
The procedure rule provides that members of the public may ask members of 
the Cabinet any question on any matter in relation to which the Council has 
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powers or duties which affect the District, provided that three clear days’ notice 
in writing has been given to the Head of Legal and Support Services. 
 

6.  QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS  
 

 

 To receive members’ questions under procedure rule no.11.  The procedure 
rule provides that any member may ask the Chairman of a board or group any 
question on any matter in relation to which the Council has powers or duties 
which affect the District, provided that three clear days’ notice in writing has 
been given to the Head of Legal and Support Services. 
 

 

7.  MOTIONS  
 

 

 To consider the following motion received from Councillor M B Wyatt: 
 
Winter fuel motion  
  
Council notes the recent announcement by the Labour Government to end 
universal winter fuel payments and restrict eligibility to only those in receipt of 
Pension Credits and other benefits. 
 
Though many agree that universal Winter Fuel Payments are not necessary, 
Council is deeply concerned that many pensioners on lower and middle 
incomes will now not receive the payments. Across England and Wales the 
number of people eligible for winter fuel payments will fall by 10 million (from 
11.4 million to only 1.5 million). 
 
In North West Leicestershire, according to the local press, the number of 
pensioners affected by the change in eligibility criteria means 18,485 fewer 
payments, from 20,064 down to 1,579 - a reduction of 92.1 per cent. 
 
Council believes that the Labour Government has set the threshold at which 
pensioners do not qualify for Winter Fuel Payments far too low.  
 
Only those receiving a pension of less than £218.15 a week (or £332.95 a 
week for couples) are eligible for pension credits. This is significantly lower 
than the living wage rate. 
 
Council is also concerned by the low take up of pension credit with only 63% of 
those eligible nationwide receiving them – and over 880,000 pensioners not 
doing so.  
Council recognises the role we have to play to increase awareness of benefits 
such as Pension Credit to ensure people are aware of the support they are 
entitled to. I understand that the Chief Executive has already convened a 
meeting of relevant officers to discuss how we encourage the uptake of 
pension credits and I would encourage all councillors to use their networks to 
raise awareness.     
 
Council further notes that the Energy Price Cap is due to rise by 10% in 
October, which combined by the removal of Winter Fuel Payments will push 
thousands of local pensioners into fuel poverty. 
   
Council resolves to: 
 

 Instruct the Chief Executive to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
calling for the policy on linking Winter Fuel Payments to Pension Credit 
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receipt to be immediately paused and introduce a new threshold to 
determine eligibility for Winter Fuel Payments. Council further requests 
the Chief Executive write to all MPs covering North West Leicestershire 
asking them to give their formal support to halting the changes to the 
Winter Fuel Payment eligibility. 
 

 Request all group leaders within North West Leicestershire District 
Council sign a joint letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer calling for 
the new Winter Fuel Payment policy to be suspended and reviewed. 
 

 Urgently commence a significant awareness campaign to encourage 
uptake of pension credits.  

 
8.  PETITIONS  

 
 

 To receive petitions in accordance with the Council’s Petition Scheme.   
 

 

9.  MINUTES  
 

 

 To confirm the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 18 June 2024 
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10.  CAPITAL PROGRAMME UPDATE REPORT  
 

 

 Report of the Strategic Director (Resources) 
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11.  SCRUTINY ANNUAL REPORT 2023/24  
 

 

 Report of the Scrutiny Committee Chairs 
 

15 - 32 

12.  APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES  
 

 

 Report of the Head of Legal and Support Services and Monitoring Officer 
 

33 - 36 


